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Paralysed sailor
takes on oceans
by remote control

Kevin Wheatley

A BRITISH entreprencur,
paralysed in a skiing acci-
denmt, s building a yacht
which he could sail round the
waorld in his wheelchair. Al-
though disabled people have
navigaied the sceans, none i
believed to have been as
severely impaired as Mike
Browne, a sell-confeswed
adrenaline junkie,

The custom-built 580
catamaran will have a device
sirnilag 1o a television remade
controd 1o the sails
There will be wheelchair
boists, Hits and winches 1o
allow Browne, 52, full mobil-
ity on board,

“I's not the imention o
sail sodo round the world, al-
though the boat is designed
1w do that” said Browne,
who owns the Spow and
Rock chain of skiing and
mountaineenng stores, “But
il you e two-handesd in mid-
Atlantic and the other guy
goes overboard, it would be
nice Lo be able o sl back
for him rather than sit there
on your own and wait (o die
of thirst,”

Mic Bailey, who has de-
signed raci CAlAMmarans
and who developed the Lon-
don Eye's passenger pods, is
realising Browne's dream.

“It was Mike's bref that
everything oboard be oper-

able by him,” said Bailey
from his office in Danmouth,
Devon, “He also demanded a
boat that was fast and looked
good. A lot of cruising cata-
mifans  aren’l éasctly the
height of elegance.”

The young Browne was
obseised by nsownlaipeering
afwd beft a potential career in
civil engineering 1o climb
full-time, He broke ks hack
cight years ago when he
skoed off & [t Alpine

|

When he lefi Stoke Man-
deville hospital he found sal-
ing could still thrll him. He
sled for Brituan in last
vear's Sydney Paralympics
ansd wis |1|.H:I,'.I| wevenidh,

“It's Eoang o be a boat that
can take me as far nonh as
the Arctic circle and then o
every point of the compass,”
said  Browne, whe s
thvorced

“It"s as close as T can get to
replacing the thnll Bx-
plomation and  discovery,
which is what I loved about
mountxneenng,”

Work has slarted on the
vessel and is unlikely o
leave Browne with much
change foom £75(0,000

Until it 15 loumched mext
summer, Browne will polish
his multihul] skills im his 276
rmcing catamaran Legless,
“Halfl of me wants o call the
new one Legless Again, but
I"'m mot swre,” he Laughed.




